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Kshesinsky palace became the general staff of the rebellion. In disregard of the prohibition of street demonstrations, columns numbering perhaps 500,000 formed on July 4 and converged upon the Taurida Palace. After long delays the delegates of the crowd were admitted in the palace; they demanded the adoption of the Bolshevik program and engaged in a long-drawn verbal wrangle with a sulky and frightened yet stubborn Central Executive Committee.
The demonstration was relatively orderly, although there were outbursts of violence and some desultory shooting; two or three scores of people were killed and over one hundred wounded. The real intentions of the Bolsheviks, however, were not known, and for a while the position of the Provisional Government, according to Miliukov, appeared desperate. Not all of the Petrograd troops were involved in the uprising; but as some of the regiments had declared their "neutrality" the effectives at the disposal of the government were exceedingly small. In the evening of July 3 Kerensky barely escaped arrest as his train left for the front shortly before the arrival of mutinous soldiers at the railway station, Chernov, the minister of agriculture, was roughly handled, and might have suffered a worse fate had it not been for the timely intervention of Trotsky. The other ministers, however, were not molested, and no steps were taken to occupy public buildings. The Bolshevik leaders did not seem to wish to push things to extremes This being the case, the demonstration became pointless. The interminable discussions in the Taurida Palace damped enthusiasm, and the crowds, after waiting idly for hours in the adjoining streets and squares, drifted away. Even the Kronstadt sailors boarded their ships and went home. Meanwhile the minister of justice, P. N. Pereverzev, communicated to the "neutral" regiments of the guards documents which allegedly established that Lenin was a paid German agent. The disclosure produced a strong impression, and the guards, abandoning "neutrality/' put themselves at the disposal of the government and the Central Executive Committee. The tide of the revolt was ebbing. In the early hours of July 5 the Central Executive Committee adopted a resolution of confidence in the Provisional Government. The editorial offices and printing plant of Pravda were raided and wrecked on July 5, and the next day the two strongholds of Bolshevism—the fortress of Peter and Paul aad the Kshesinsky palace deserted by the Bolshevik leaders—were taken over without offering resistance; simultaneously the anarchists were ejected from tbeir

